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The CDC-HKEAA Committee on English Language is a specialist group set up under the KLA Committee on English
Language Education and the HKEAA Public Examinations Board (PEB) to carry out tasks as designated by the CDC
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Research areas:
« Shadow education
« Language learning
motivation

 Learner autonomy
e Curriculum and
| assessment

« Al-enabled language
| learning

. anguage leachic OT1g ™OIg ariad Mg naric d. ME 11dU ed a radio programme English in News at RTHK for six years. In
research, Kevin is interested in the washback of shadow education and high-stakes assessment in the secondary school curriculum. He has
recently completed an ECS project funded by the Research Grants Council exploring senior secondary school students’ agency in leaming English

in shadow education. He is currently leading a GRF project investigating underprivileged secondary students’ English leaming motivation in fee-
free supplementary tutoring, and a GRF project about multilingual ethnic minority students' experiences in shadow education.



Global attention on the integration of Al in education

UNICEF — Enhance Children’s Digital Literacy

 Children’s schooling, social welfare and future job opportunities may depend on how well they
understand the digital world around them (UNICEF, 2025).

USA — Implement GenAl Effectively and Safely in Secondary Education System

* North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (2024) provides comprehensive guidelines
and high-quality resources to different stakeholders in the secondary education system (e.g.,
leadership and vision for school leaders, curriculum and assessment for teachers, and
reminders regarding data privacy and cybersecurity).

Canada — Utilise GenAl to Cultivate Learning Creativity in Secondary Classrooms

« The Government of Canada’s guide suggests that incorporating Generative Al into secondary
education can improve student achievement by enabling tailored learning experiences and
cultivating students’ creative thinking in an early stage (Attard-Frost et al., 2024) .
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Global attention on the integration of Al in education

Greece — Enhancing Content and Language Integrated Learning via GenAl

 The AsasaraBot project integrated foreign language learning (English/French) with historical
content on the Minoan Civilization, demonstrating Al's potential in subject-integrated language
learning (Mageira et al., 2022)

South Korea — Employ Customised Al Chatbots in the Secondary English Curriculum

 Kim’s team (2019) combined the secondary notebook and national curriculum evaluation
guidelines with Al chatbots, Google Assistant and Alexa, and found that these customised
chatbots supported students to achieve high accurate rate in vocabulary and grammar.

China — Strengthen Al Education through Designated School bases in China

 |n 2024, China’s Ministry of Education designated 184 schools as Al education bases to
promote Al learning in secondary education (The State Council of The People Republic of
China, 2024)
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Overall aims of the English Language Education KLA curriculum

« to provide every student of English with further
opportunities for extending their knowledge and
experience of the cultures of other people as well as
opportunities for personal and intellectual
development, further studies, pleasure and work in
the English medium

« to enable every student to prepare for the changing
socio-economic demands resulting from advances
in information technology; these demands include
the interpretation, use and production of materials
for pleasure, study and work in the English medium.

Key Learning Area Curri i
. iculum Guid
, (Primary 1~ Secondary 6) ’
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« How can primary and secondary school students
In Hong Kong use Al to learn English language
by themselves?
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@ Deepseek-V3-FW Poe Today

Primary and secondary school students in Hong Kong can leverage Al tools to enhance their
English language learning in a self-directed manner. Here are some practical ways to use Al
for learning English:

1. Language Learning Apps

¢ Duolingo: Gamifies language learning with interactive exercises.
e Babbel: Focuses on conversational skills and vocabulary.
e Lingvist: Uses Al to adapt lessons to the learner’s level.

2. Al-Powered Chatbots

¢ ChatGPT: Engage in conversational practice, ask questions, or request explanations of
grammar and vocabulary.

¢ Replika: Practice English in a conversational setting with an Al companion.
3. Speech Recognition Tools

® Google Translate: Practice pronunciation and get instant feedback.
¢ Elsa Speak: Focuses on improving English pronunciation with Al-driven feedback.



4. Reading and Writing Assistance Today

e Grammarly: Helps improve writing skills by checking grammar, spelling, and style.
® Quillbot: Paraphrases sentences to help understand different ways to express ideas.

5. Personalized Learning Platforms

e Khan Academy: Offers English lessons tailored to different levels.
e Coursera and edX: Provide English courses from universities, often with Al-powered
recommendations.

6. Al-Enhanced Vocabulary Builders

e Memrise: Uses spaced repetition and Al to help memorize vocabulary.
® Quizlet: Create flashcards or use Al-generated study sets for vocabulary practice.

7. Listening and Speaking Practice

¢ YouTube with Al Subtitles: Watch English videos with Al-generated subititles to
improve listening skills.
e Speechling: Practice speaking and get feedback from Al coaches.



8. Al Tutors LT

® Socratic by Google: Helps with English homework and provides explanations.
® Century Tech: Offers personalized English learning paths based on Al analysis.

9. Interactive Storytelling and Games

e Epic!: Offers a vast library of English books with Al-driven recommendations.
* Minecraft Education Edition: Encourages English communication and collaboration in

a virtual environment.

10. Online Communities and Forums

e Reddit (e.g., r/EnglishLearning): Engage with native speakers and other learners.
e Discord Language Servers: Join English learning communities for practice and

support.



Tips for Effective Self-Learning:

e Set Goals: Define clear, achievable goals (e.g., improve vocabulary, master grammar).

e Consistency: Dedicate regular time to practice using Al tools.

e Combine Tools: Use a mix of apps and platforms to cover all language skills (reading,
writing, listening, speaking).

e Track Progress: Use Al analytics to monitor improvement and adjust learning
strategies.

By integrating these Al tools and strategies, students in Hong Kong can effectively and
independently improve their English language skills.
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 Woo et al. (2024) examine the use of ChatQPT |n.
EFL writing Instruction through a workshop involving
21 HK secondary school students.

findings suggest that, while ChatGPT enhances
student engagement and writing, its use can be
cognitively demanding, especially for those

Research on Al for Language Learning

unfamiliar with Al tools.

« Teachers should provide structured scaffolding,
particularly in prompt skills, to support student
adaptation and maximise learning benefits.
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Teaching EFL students to write with ChatGPT: Students’
motivation to learn, cognitive load, and satisfaction
with the learning process

David James Woo'® . Deliang Wang? - Kai Guo? . Hengky Susanto?

Received: 26 December 2023 / Accepted: 27 May 2024 / Published online: 14 June 2024
©The Author(s), under exclusive licence to Springer Science+Business Media, LLC, part of Springer Nature
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Abstract

This mixed methods study explores EFL students’ experiences and perceptions as
they learn to write a composition with ChatGPT’s support in a classroom instruc-
tional context. Students’ perceptions are explored in lerms of their motivation to
learn about ChatGPT. cognitive load and satisfaction with the learning process, In
a workshop format, twenty-one Hong Kong secondary school students were intro-
duced to ChatGPT, learned prompt engineering skills, and attempted a 500-word
English language writing task with ChatGPT’s support. Data collected included a
pre-workshop motivation questionnaire, think-aloud protocols during the writing
task, and a Post-workshop questionnaire on motivation, cognitive load, and satisfac-
tion. Results revealed no significant difference in students’ motivation before and
after the workshop, but mean motivation scores increased slightly. Students reported
high cognitive load during the writing task, especially during prompt engineering,
However, students expressed high satisfaction with the workshop overall. Findings
indicate ChatGPT's potential to engage EFL students in the writing classroom, but
its use can impose heavy cognitive demands, To ensure that ChatGPT use supports
EFL writing without overwhelming students, educators should consider an iterative
design process for activities and instructional materials and carefully scaffolding
instruction, especially for prompt engineering,

Keywords ChatGPT . Cognitive load - English as a foreign language (EFL) -
Prompt engineering - Student motivation - Student perceptions
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1. Introduction

In English language learning, writing plays o pivotal role, Recessitating the skil t structure compositions effectively and oy ticulate

coherent, substantial viewpoints on specified topics. However, the restricted metacognitive awarenags among learners often reg
their overlooking lexical and Syatactical elements, ultimately culminating in Jegs satisfactory Writing outcomes (Teq, 201s,
Tengetal., 2022), Consequently, learners in o foreign language may need to foster metacognitive awarenass in developing 5 coh,
and meaningful written discourse.

Moreover, the shift of learning contexts from offline classrooms to online platforms during the COVID-19 pandemic have posed
bility of technology-based tools essential for facilitating active participation in

1 2023; Segher L, 2022; 2 €t al., 2022}, Of particylay concern of these challenges
are the need to nurture motivation among distance learners within technology-baged learning context (Kohnke et al,, 2093 ). Therefore,

challenges regarding the advancement and the availa]
diverse lem'ningactivitles(— Ttwe, Aul 3
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Research on Al for Language Learning

Promote adaptive and self-regulated learning

 Tallor learning to students’ readiness and interest (Abusahyon et
al., 2023; Tang et al., 2024)

* |Increase student engagement and self-regulated learning
capacity (AbuSahyon et al., 2023; Tal & Chen, 2024)

 Enable interactive instructional design (Woo et al., 2024)

e Cultivate high-cognitive thinking skills (e.g., creative thinking,
critical thinking, questioning skills, and reflective thinking) (Ng et al.,
2025; Tang et al., 2024)
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An Ongoing Research and Development Project

A project with an NGO to support primary and secondary
school students from low-income families in Hong Kong
through the use of Generative Al for adaptive learning
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An Al-Enabled Adaptive Learning System
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Project objectives: $8 AceiTeachS %% 40

 Develop Al applications that support
students’ learning

 Promote educational equality, enabling
students from low-income families to
access extra learning support and
resources

« Cultivate students’ self-directed learning
abilities, enabling them to study ’
Independently outside of class
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A Final Word
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ORIGINAL ARTICLE The Modern Language Journal
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theory perspective: Evidence from language learner
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b e ag e n Kevin Wai Ho Yung

narratives in online shadow education
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Abstract

The recent dynamic turn in second language acquisition
research has called for an investigation in learner agency by
taking its complex dynamic nature into account. Informeg
by complex dynamic systems theory (CDST), this study
investigated the agency of learners jp 3 complex educa-
tional context where mainstream schooling and private
tutoring (shadow education) coexist, and when teaching
and learning was switched online. Through longitudi-
nal narrative Inquiry, this study analyzed the experiences
of three senior secondary students enrolled in online
English private tutoring. Data were collected through three
rounds of individuaf interview and two pieces of learner
reflective writing, supplemented by artifacts such as par-
ticipants’ language»leaming materials and interviews with
their tutors, schoolteachers, and parents. The multiple
sources of data collected for 1 year were compiled as
narratives for analysis. The findings highlight the impor-
tance of considering learner agency from the perspective of
CDST, acknowledging characteristics such as its relational,
ecological, emergent nature, and jts spatiality, multidimen-
sionality, and sustainability. This study sheds light on the
complex agency-structure interplay in shadow education
situated in the wider education context, and offers impli-
cations for educators to support language learners 1o be
agentic in regulating their learning.

Education Uniy ersity of Hong Kong, Hong Kong,
Hong Kong

Correspondence

* Encourage learners to be reflective
In the learning process

Territories, Hong
Email: kevinyy ng

KEYWORDS
complex dynamic systems theory. Jearner 2gency, narrative inquiry,
private tutoring. self-regulated learning, shadow education
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